Care for Our Mother Earth
Question for consideration:

1. Why should we call the earth we live on our Mother Earth?

2. What is the root of environmental problems?
3. What should we do to take care of our Mother Earth?
(Dr. McKinley of Awareness Magazine interviews a group of experts on environmental issues.)
    Dr. McKinley: What do you think is the biggest threat to the environment today? 

Aman Motwane: The biggest threat to our environment today is the way we, as human beings, see our environment. How we see our environment shapes our whole world. 
　　Most of us see everything as independent from one another. But the reality is that everything is part of one interconnected, interrelated whole. For example, a tree may appear isolated, but in fact it affects and is affected by everything in its environment — sunshine, rain, wind, birds, minerals, other plants and trees, you, me. The tree shapes the wind that blows around it; it is also shaped by that wind. Look at the relationship between the tree and its environment and you will see the future of the tree. 
　　Most of us are blind to this interconnectedness of everything. This is why we don't see the consequences of our actions. It is time for each of us to open our eyes and see the world as it really is — one complete whole where every cause has an effect. 
　　Dr. McKinley: Hello Dr. Semkiw. In your research, what environmental issues do you find most pressing? 
　　Walter Semkiw: Two environmental issues that we find most pressing are deforesting and global warming. Mankind has now cut down half of the trees that existed 10,000 years ago. The loss of trees upsets the ecosystem as trees are necessary to build topsoil, maintain rainfall in dry climates, purify underground water and to convert carbon dioxide to oxygen. Trees bring water up from the ground, allowing water to evaporate into the atmosphere. The evaporated water then returns as rain, which is vital to areas that are naturally dry. Areas downwind of deforested lands lose this source of rainfall and transform into deserts. 

Global warming results from the burning of fossil fuels, such as petroleum products, resulting in the release of greenhouse gasses into the atmosphere. Carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gasses then resulting in the trap heat, resulting in warming of our atmosphere. 
    Dr. McKinley: Mr. Nacson, thanks for participating all the way from Australia! What do you suggest the readers of Awareness Magazine can do to help the environmental problem? 
    Leon Nacson: The simplest way to help the environment is not to impact on it. Tread as lightly as you can, taking as little as possible, and putting back as much as you can. 
    Dr. McKinley: What is your specific area of concern regarding the current and future state of the environment? 
    Leon Nacson: Air and water pollution are our Number One priorities. It is hard to understand that we are polluting the air we breathe and the water we drink. These are two elements that are not inexhaustible, and we must realize that once we reach the point of no return, there will be nothing left for future generations. 

Dr. McKinley: Mr. Desai, what an honor it is to have this opportunity to interview you. Can you please share your wisdom with our readers and tell us where you see the environmental crisis heading? 

Amrit Desai: We are not separate from the problem. We are the problem. We live divided lives. On one hand, we ask industries to support our greed for more and more conveniences, comfort and possessions. We have become addicted consumers, which causes industrial waste. At the same time, we ignore our connection between our demands and the exploitation of Mother Earth. When we are greedy for more than what we need for our well being, we always abuse the resources of our body and the earth. 

We are nurtured by the healthy condition of Mother Earth. In humans, if the mother is ailing, the child suffers. We are the cause of the ailing planet and we are the victims. 

Dr. McKinley: In closing, I thank all of the participants. I have learned a great deal about what I can do as an individual to help the environment. 

I hope these interviews encourage the readers of Awareness Magazine to take action and develop your own strategy. Too many of us just sit back and say "I'll let the experts deal with it." Meanwhile, we are killing the planet. My aim of this interview is to show how one person can make a difference. Thanks to all for offering your wisdom. 

New Words
Addicted：dependent on something, esp. a drug 成瘾的

Ailing　v.　to be ill and grow weak 生病

atmospheren.　the mixture of gases that surrounds any heavenly body, esp. the earth 大气（层）
carbon　n.碳

Consequence　n.result 结果

Consumer　n.　a person who buys and uses goods and services 消费者

Convenience　n.　suitableness; the quality of being convenient 方便an apparatus, service, etc., which gives comfort or advantage 便利设施或用具

deforest　　v.to cut down the forests 砍伐（森林）

dioxide　　n.二氧化物

downwind　　a.in the direction that the wind is moving 顺风处

ecosystem　n.生态系统

Element　n.a necessary part of a whole 成份；要素

Environment　　n.the surrounding physical and/or social conditions 环境

evaporate　v.change into steam and disappear 蒸发

Expert　n.a person with special knowledge or training 专家

Exploitation n.the act of employing to the greatest possible advantage开采

fossil　n.化石

Global  a.of or concerning the whole earth 全球的

greed  n.strong desire to obtain a lot or more than what is fair 贪心，贪婪

Greenhouse  n. a glass building used for growing plants 花房，温室

inexhaustible   a. which is in such large amounts that it can never be finished 取之不竭的，用不完的

Isolate   v.  separate from others 使…孤立，使…隔离

nurture  v.  to give care and food to 养育 

Oxygen  n.  氧

Petroleum  n.a mineral oil obtained from below the surface of the Earth 石油

Planet  n. a large body in space that moves round a star, esp. round the sun 行星

Pollute  v.  to make (air, water, soil, etc.) dangerously impure or unfit for use 污染

Priority  n.the state, quality, position, or right of being first in position or earlier in time; 优先（权），重点something that needs attention, consideration, service, etc., before others 优先考虑的事

purify   v.  to make pure 使…纯净，净化

Release  v. the act of setting free 释放，放出

Strategy  n.a particular plan for winning success in a particular activity, as in war, a game, a competition, or for personal advantage 战略，策略

trap　v.to catch by a trick or deception设陷阱，诱捕
to holdback, block挡住，拦住

Tread　v.to walk on, over, or along 在…上走to walk or step 践踏

Wisdom　n.the quality of being wise 智慧

